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Top marks for shopping

MAYOR Dino Zappacosta declares Griffith Central officially open yesterday.

IS THIS THE END
FOR LA FESTA?

By TANYA PATTISON

GRIFFITH'S fagship festival, La
Festa, is in real danger of folding.

In fact, things are so dire that
La Festa chairman Peter Tavlor has
come out to make an appeal to the
community to help save the annual
sireet party

Mr Taylar is worried the popular
Easter Saturday event could be

scrapped entirely in 2008, if more
volunteers and much-needed finan-
cial help are not secured.

“I'd hate to see it stop. We've had
five bloody good festivals, but It
can't continue if we don't get some
sart of injection, it's as simple as
that,” Mr Taylor sakd.

“I'd feel very saddened if that
happened, because 1 think it's so
unique to us. La Festa symbolises

how special Griffith is.

“Come on Griffith - if you want il
to continue, you have to put your
hand up.

“There are a milllon jaze and blues
feativals around, but only one Faces
of Australin Festival.”

With an annual budget of more
than $60,000, Mr Tavlor said there
was a real possibility that La Pesta
could become a user-pavs event.

mecca

By TANYA PATTISON

THOUSANDS of eager
shoppers Mocked to
Griffith's newest retail
hub yesterday for the
first day of trading at
Griffith Contral.

They were promised a
state-of-the-art facility
and that's exactly what
they got.

Local man Phil
Richords was among the
avid shoppers who gave
the new cenire, which
includes a full-line
Target store and Ritchies
Supa IGA Supermarket
plus about 25 specialty
stores, his stamp of
approval.

“'s excellent., Outl of
100, I'd give it 98," he
said

“It's even betier than |
it to be,
“[ just hope it stays
this way I'd really hate
to see it in 12 months

and also praised the
$65 million facility.
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“I think that a lot of people belleve
that Griffith City Council funds La
Festa, and while council does assist
La Festa with some sponsorship, it
does not finance La Festa,” he said.

“The time has probably come for
La Feata to have a pald eniry.

“Moat festival-type events operate
this way It may mean the free-entry

days are over”
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